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DEBOEAH, deb'o rah, a prophetess of the
Israelites, called a "mother in Israel/' who-
lived during the time of the Judges. Her
story is related in the book of Judges^ the
fifth chapter of which is a spirited poem
called the Song of Deborah. It celebrates
the victory which the Israelites, led by Deb-
orah and Barak, won over the army of the
Canaanites. Deborah was the wife of Lapi-
doth, and the family dwelt in the hill coun-
try of Ephriam, according to the account
in Judges TV. There is no evidence that the
Song of Deborah was written by her, though
certainly she inspired it.
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DEBS, eugene victor (1855-1926), an
American Socialist of very radical theories.
He was the Socialist party candidate for
President of the United States in 1900, 1904,
1908, 1912 and 1920; in the latter year he
was a Federal prisoner in Atlanta. Debs
was born at Terre Haute, Ind. He received
a common school education, became locomo-
tive fireman on the Terre Haute & Indian-
apolis Railroad, and
finally was a clerk in a
wholesale grocery house.
In 1879 he was elected
city clerk of Terre
Haute and six years
later became a member
of the Indiana legisla-
ture. From 1880 to
1893 he was grand sec-^-
retary and treasurer of
the Brotherhood of Lo-
eomotive Firemen, and EUGENE V. debs
in the latter year he was made president of
the newly organized American Railway
Union. In that capacity he had charge of
the great western railway strike that cen*
tered at Chicago in 1894. During its prog-
ress he was charged with conspiracy, but was
acquitted; however, he was imprisoned for
six months for contempt of court in violating
an injunction. From that time on he was
an active Socialist leader.
Debs, with many other American Social-
ists, opposed America's participation in the
World War, and in a speech made at Canton,
Ohio, in June, 1918, he uttered statements
forbidden by the espionage law. For mak-
ing these statements he was tried, found
guilty and sentenced to ten years' imprison-
ment. In March, 1919, the United States
Supreme Court npheld the sentence of the
lower eourt. His radical views did not un-
 dergo a change thereafter, for before he was
taken to prison he reaffirmed his bolshevist
principles and declared Lenine and Trotzky
of Russia to be the greatest living men.
From his prison cell in Atlanta he conducted
his campaign to a slight extent, but his in-
fluence was confined to the radical element,
who made a strong plea for the release and
pardon of the candidate. In December, 1921,
lie received a commutation of sentence from
President Harding, and was released.
DEBT, det, in the most general sense, that
which is due from one person to another,
but more strictly, in law, a sum of money
due by reason of a particular and explicit
agreement.
People are usually urged to avoid con-
tracting debts under the conviction that in-
debtedness is a mortgage upon a person's
future and therefore exceedingly dangerous.
To contract debts for unnecessary purchases
is properly frowned upon by economists, but
there is a class of debts which are declared
to be wholesome. To borrow money for
business or home development, where the
investment is permanent and there are very-
reasonable prospects of payment, has long
been sanctioned. A proper debt serves as
an incentive to honest endeavor.
An action to recover the amount of a
debt is begun by civil suit, which may result
in a judgment payable in money, or, in lieu
of voluntary payment, by forcible seizure of
enough of the debtor's property to pay the
debt and the costs of the suit. Courts,
however, still possess the right to punish
severely and even to imprison debtors, where
fraud or concealment of deception is evident.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information.
Bankruptcy	Embezzlement
Contract	Garnishment
DEBT, national.   See national debt.
DEBUSSY, debuse', claude aohille
(1862-1918), a French composer, leader of
the modern school of music in France. He
is the exponent of the highest refinement in
composition, and has nad wide influence not
only in France but in Spain, England and
America. Debussy was educated at the Paris
Conservatory, where he won several prizes,
including the Grand Prix de Borne. After
producing1 a number of miscellaneous works
for piano and orchestra, he created a sensa-
tion in 1902 with a music drama, Pelleas and
Melisande, a work that gave him an undis-
puted place at the head of the new French,

